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in the field as a compilation of the data in 1988 and to those who wish to develop
background knowledge as a prelude to reading the current literature.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments ofHuman Genetics andPediatrics
Yale University SchoolofMedicine
GENETICS OF NEUROMUSCULAR DISORDERS. Edited by Christos S. Bartsocas. New
York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1989. 216 pp. $48.00.
This book, Volume 306 in the series Progress in Clinical and Biological Research, is
the record of the Fifth Inernational Clinical Genetics Seminar held in Crete, October
1988. Over 60 contributors from all over the world participated in this conference, and
their individual papers comprise thevolume.
Six sections include the following topics: muscular dystrophies, spinal muscular
atrophies, myotonic dystrophy, mitochondrial myopathies, glycogenoses, and a section
which has a potpourri of unclassified neuromuscular disorders. The Aristoteles Com-
memorative Lecture discusses ethical issues in clinical genetics. Some of the papers
constitute reviews of the state of the art in 1988; although the primary information is
published elsewhere, these reviews have been written by prominent experts in those
areas and are thus authoritative. Topics reviewed include "Gene Mapping and the
Muscular Dystrophies" by Peter Harper and "Mitochondrial Encephalomyopathies"
by Salvatore DiMauro. Baraitser presents a short summary of a classification of the
inherited spinal muscular atrophies, which is a useful review. Other papers are reports
of original work and include a report of apparent autosomal dominant inheritance of
adult onset limb-girdle muscular dystrophy in two generations of a single family. The
case report ofmitochondrial disease presenting with glycogen storage is enzymatically
undefined and not too convincing.
Such a symposium must, by its nature, be limited in scope and cannot represent a
complete review of even such a narrow field. Neverthelesss, there are some peculiar
omissions. For example, Harper's review of the mapping of the muscular dystrophy
genes discusses the use of X-autosomal translocations to identify the location of the
DMD gene but fails to mention the importance ofthe X chromosomal deletions in that
mapping story. The review by DiMauro on mitochondrial myopathies fails tocite some
of Wallace's important work in identifying and elucidating several of the mitochon-
drial genedisorders. Nevertheless, this bookprovides a compilation ofgenetic informa-
tion on a selection of inherited neuromuscular disorders ofclinical importance. While
this symposium will be a useful reference for the neurologist and theclinical geneticist,
further reading will be necessary to acquire comprehensive details.
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TREATMENT OF CARDIAC EMERGENCIES. Fifth Edition. By Emanual Goldberger. St.
Louis, MO, The C.V. Mosby Conpany, 1990. 429 pp. No price. Paperbound.
Texts that run to many editions present special problems to reviewers who must deal
with the implication that such books must be very good. Why else is there an nth